Lunch Witch
by Deb Lucke
Grade Levels: 3-6
Synopsis:
Grunhilda has a long list of wickedly witchy ancestors to live up to. But in a
skeptical modern world, her job prospects are limited. When Grunhilda finds a
position as a school lunch lady, she finally has an outlet for her ghastly brewing
talents -- and she gets to torment children! All is well, until young Madison’s low
self-esteem has Grunhilda feeling empathetic. The heart of Grunhilda the Black
Heart might not be so black after all, but the Ancestors aren’t about to let her
cast a helpful spell.
Author Website:
Deb Lucke http://www.deblucke.com/
Curricular Connections:
• English Language Arts - Allusion, Irony
• English Language Arts - Folklore
• Social Studies - Salem Witch Trials
• Social Studies - Genealogy
• Family and Consumer Sciences - Nutrition and Cooking
• Art - Graphic Format Texts, Cartooning
• Counseling - Self-Esteem
• Science – Chemistry
Lesson Ideas:
• Genealogy Extension: At the beginning of the book, Grunhilda references some famous
family members including her great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great
grandmother, the witch from Hansel and Gretel and her Great-great-great-great-great
Aunt Tituba of Salem Witch Hunt fame. Each of these ancestors has left a legacy to
Grunhilda -- the recipe for Hansel and Gretel pie, a potion book, etc. Have students
interview family members to select three ancestors who have left an important family
legacy behind. Have students create a scrapbook (or comic scrapbook) to present their
research. Grunhilda also realizes that she is not exactly like her ancestors. She feels
compelled to offer help to Madison, something her ancestors would never do. Have
students include a scrapbook page for themselves that emphasizes their uniqueness within
their families.
• Research/Literary Analysis Extension: Focus on the literary element allusion. Read
Hansel and Gretel and explore how Deb Lucke references this traditional story in her
book. What prior knowledge does she expect the reader to have? The students may not
have any prior knowledge of the historical figure TItuba. Have students research Tituba
(or Antoinette or Hedwig). How has their research led them to a deeper understanding of
The Lunch Witch? Assign small groups of students a picture book with a witch character
not mentioned in The Lunch Witch i.e. Heckedy Peg by Audrey Wood, or Shrek by
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William Steig. Have them read the story and explain that for the assignment, they will
pretend the witch in their picture book is an ancestor of the Lunch Witch, like those
mentioned in the graphic novel. Remind the students to assume that their readers have a
basic knowledge of their group’s story. Have students design a graphic novel page for
The Lunch Witch that establishes their witch character as Grunhilda’s ancestor and
humorously alludes to their picture book.
Self-Esteem Extension: Analyze the character of Madison Caruso. In the text, Madison
has low self-esteem. She does not perform well in school and is in grave danger of being
held back a grade. What things should Madison work on to help herself? How does
Grunhilda support Madison and foster a new interest in academics? Ask students to fill
out a notecard for an area of school they would like to improve in. Have them brainstorm
things they can do to help themselves in that area and people they can seek out to support
them. Make it a goal for them to check one thing off that notecards that week.
Nutrition and Cooking Extension: Have your students read to perform a task to follow
recipes of which Grunhilda would be proud. Use recipes from the Lunch Witch website
(link below), Gross Recipes by Kelsi Turner Tjernagel, or another comparably disgusting
cooking guide.
Graphic Format Texts/Cartooning Extension: Have students explore the “Testimonials”
page of the official Lunch WItch website (link below). Then, charge them to create their
own original comic art testimonials for Grunhilda’s potions.

•
Common Core Standards:
• English Language Arts
o Reading Literature
RL1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (SC, 5)
RL2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text,
including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
RL6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how
events are described.
RL7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning,
tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of
fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
RL9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.
○ Writing
W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
o Speaking and Listening
SL1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (SC, 5)

SL2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
List of Additional Materials:
Papercutz: The Kids Graphic Novel Publisher:
http://papercutz.com/kids-comics-graphic-novels/lunch-witch
Official Lunch Witch Website:
http://www.lunchwitch.com/about-grunhilda/ : Including humorous recipes for Dog’s
Breakfast Cookies, Salted Dragon Scales, and Engorged Tick Scones; testimonials for
Grunhilda’s potions; Bad Advice column
Suggested Companion Titles:
Hansel and Gretel by Rika Lesser (Zelinsky)
Trust Me, Hansel and Gretel Are Sweet!: The Story of Hansel and Gretel as
Told by the Witch (The Other Side of the Story) by Nancy Loewen
Heckedy Peg by Audrey Wood
Shrek and Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig
Lunch Lady and the Cyborg Substitute: Lunch Lady #1 by Jarrett J. Krosoczka
What Were the Salem Witch Trials? by Joan Holub
The Salem Witch Trials: An Interactive History Adventure by Matt Doeden
Gross Recipes (Gross Guides) by Kelsi Turner Tjernagel
Professional Reviews:
Booklist (3/1/2015)
Kirkus Reviews (12/6/2014)
School Library Journal (3/1/2015)
Awards/Accolades:
2015 School Library Journal Top Ten Graphic Novel
March 2015 Amazon’s Best Books

